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What is a ‘reuse economy®?

“The economy that is created by reusing
idle products in their original form or with
small repairs or alterations for the same
purpose or something different.”



Why reuse?

o Environmental benefits:

— Saves landfill space

— Reduces the need for raw materials and energy to
produce new (recycled) items



Reuse versus recycle
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PVsLnheOqZg




Why reuse?

o Environmental benefits:

— Saves landfill space

— Reduces the need for raw materials and energy to
produce new (recycled) items

— Reduces carbon footprint



http://reutilizayevitaco2.aeress.org/en/

Thanks to re-use This is
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Calculate the
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by re-using
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Why reuse?

o« Economic benefits:

— Reduces waste handling and disposal cost
— Generates income for charities and social groups

— Creates opportunities for jobs and training



Why reuse?

. Social benefits:

— Helps those on a tight budget (single parent families,
young families with children, students,...).

— Creates job opportunities for low-skilled people who
have a hard time participating in the labour market.



Critiques on reusing

o The re-usage of some products brings along (major)
disadvantages or risks that outweigh the benefits. -
>When does the product life end?

o Alterations or just reusing has a cost.

o Consumption slows down, thus less jobs in
production.



Examples of European practices

e Private sales

— Printed media or online
— Flea markets or car boot sales

— Best sold product: cars

— But no quality control and time intensive

- Mum2Mum Market for nearly new items.



Examples of European practices

e Private sales

o Second hand shops by private companies



Examples of European practices

o Private sales
o Second hand shops by private companies
o Charity shops

o Second hand shops by social organisations




Reuse economy in Greece

o Private sales
o Second hand shops by private companies

« ReWeee — a Life project to start up repair centres
for electrical and electronic equipment lead by
AvokUkAwon cuokevwv a.€. (Appliances Recycling
S.A.).



Growth potential in EU?

of goods collected at waste recycling centres are still re-usable
1 3 and muldlhe sold second-hand instead of being recycled or
landfilled

200 000 local jobs

could be created if 1% of municipal waste in Europe
was prepared for re-use?

li if 12 000 €
net return to government and society for the reintegration

of one unemployed person through working at a social
enterprise

%

L
1 %3 (2003 A sland Bulky Waste Reuse Best Practice Management Feasabilty Stsdy r [r'-'E. us E .
2 RRELSE [2015) Briedfing on job creaticn patential in the re-use sector
3 55T (2015} Sacizle tewerkstelling insymergie met de reguliers scanamie



Growth potential in EU?

5.7 million tonnes of clothing

that could fill 5500 olympic swimming pools are thrown
away every year in the EUZ

120 000

local jobs could be supported if all discarded clothing was
collected and sorted by social enterprises3

20-30%
reduction of each carbon, water and waste footprint when
extending life of clothes by just 9 months 4

EEE .



Challenges for expanding the reuse

economy

o Some products are not easily repaired or are not
durable



Challenges for expanding the reuse

economy

HTC One 2013
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Ifixit repairability
rating

ifixit repairability
rating

Time to repair Time to repair

Low risk of damage
during repair

High risk of damage
during repair

+ Rear panel battery can be removed with no tools + 5olid external construction improves durability
+ Many components are modular and can be replaced independently - Virtually impossible to open without extreme damage to rear case
- LCDis fused to the glass - Battery is buried under motherboard and adhered to midframe

Source: www.green-alliance.org.uk



Challenges for expanding the reuse

economy

o Reuse is hampered for some products that are not
easily repaired or are not durable

o Public perception

o Governmental support
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