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What is a 'reuse economy'?

“The economy that is created by reusing 
idle products in their original form or with 
small repairs or alterations for the same 

purpose or something different.”



Why reuse?

⚫ Environmental benefits:

− Saves landfill space

− Reduces the need for raw materials and energy to 
produce new (recycled) items 



Reuse versus recycle

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PVsLnheOqZg



Why reuse?

⚫ Environmental benefits:

− Saves landfill space

− Reduces the need for raw materials and energy to 
produce new (recycled) items 

− Reduces carbon footprint



http://reutilizayevitaco2.aeress.org/en/



http://reutilizayevitaco2.aeress.org/en/

Item kg of CO2 
outputted 

to make 
item

Number of 
trees needed 

to clear this 
CO2 output in 

one day

Equivalent of 
CO2 output in 

cars driving 
one day

1 cotton T-shirt 2,50 127 0

1 sport shoe 5,74 292 1

1 mattress 79,46 4037 14

1 washing 
machine

23,40 1189 4

1 laptop 195,00 9907 34

1 desktop 
computer

144,00 7316 25



Why reuse?

⚫ Economic benefits:

− Reduces waste handling and disposal cost

− Generates income for charities and social groups

− Creates opportunities for jobs and training



Why reuse?

⚫ Social benefits:

− Helps those on a tight budget (single parent families, 
young families with children, students,...). 

− Creates job opportunities for low-skilled people who 
have a hard time participating in the labour market.



Critiques on reusing

⚫ The re-usage of some products brings along (major) 
disadvantages or risks that outweigh the benefits. -
>When does the product life end? 

⚫ Alterations or just reusing has a cost.

⚫ Consumption slows down, thus less jobs in 
production.



Examples of European practices

⚫ Private sales

− Printed media or online

− Flea markets or car boot sales

− Best sold product: cars

− But no quality control and time intensive 

→ Mum2Mum Market for nearly new items. 



Examples of European practices

⚫ Private sales 

⚫ Second hand shops by private companies



Examples of European practices

⚫ Private sales

⚫ Second hand shops by private companies 

⚫ Charity shops 

⚫ Second hand shops by social organisations



Reuse economy in Greece

⚫ Private sales

⚫ Second hand shops by private companies

⚫ ReWeee → a Life project to start up repair centres 
for electrical and electronic equipment lead by 
Ανακύκλωση συσκευών α.ε. (Appliances Recycling 
S.A.). 



Growth potential in EU?



Growth potential in EU?



Challenges for expanding the reuse 

economy

⚫ Some products are not easily repaired or are not 
durable



Challenges for expanding the reuse 

economy

Source: www.green-alliance.org.uk



Challenges for expanding the reuse 

economy

⚫ Reuse is hampered for some products that are not 
easily repaired or are not durable

⚫ Public perception

⚫ Governmental support 
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